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KONNECT 
ME SSAGE  FROM  KAIPO’S  PRE S IDE NT 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

As I come to the conclusion of my second term as the President of KAIPO, I have been re-
flecting on what KAIPO has become, and where KAIPO is headed. KAIPO is a community 
that provides abundant opportunities to welcome and mentor its members. KAIPO is a 
community that brings together colleagues across the many business units of the USPTO to 
foster new social and professional relationships. KAIPO is a community that aims to recog-
nize the achievements and efforts of our members. KAIPO is a growing, multi-cultural, mul-
ti-generational community with a myriad of experiences, wisdom, and potential: when we 
come together to pool together our collective experiences, insights, and wisdom, we can 
support, develop, and promote the immeasurable potential of all  of our members. 

As we entered our second fiscal year with the USPTO in maximum telework, we had to 
regroup and reshape our programs and events to fit our virtual environment and prepare 
to slowly reintroduce in-person events while ensuring everyone’s safety during the COVID-
19 pandemic. I am proud of our team’s successes over the year, particularly in providing 
balanced opportunities for virtual and in-person engagements between our members, and 
welcoming the newly hired examiners who joined virtually as they navigate their new job 
and their probationary year. I would also like to applaud everyone for their accomplish-
ments, achievements, and promotions during FY 2021; and congratulate all  the retirees 
and wish them a prosperous next chapter in their lives! I am optimistic of KAIPO ’s future, 
and in the coming years, I hope to see KAIPO grow and continue these initiatives of offer-
ing various in-person and virtual events to engage both our on-campus and hoteling mem-
bers, and recognizing the achievements and efforts of our members. I also look forward to 
seeing new initiatives designed to support and develop the skills of all  of our members at 
all stages of their careers. 

Members, I thank you for your continued engagement and enthusiasm in the KAIPO com-
munity, and appreciate your flexibility and patience with us as we navigated through these 
unprecedented times. I also want to thank our sponsors and the USPTO for the incredible 
support they’ve given us since day one of KAIPO. Finally, I ’d like to give a special shout-out 
of appreciation to our Board of Directors, Officers, and our Executive Advisor for their tire-
less work on behalf of KAIPO. Thank you all!  

 

Best regards, 

Thomas J. Hong 
Thomas Hong 

2020 & 2021 President of KAIPO 
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KAIPO Annual Meeting & Happy Hour Recap 
February 18, 2021 

We began the year 2021 with our Annual Meeting and Happy Hour in February. Due to the 
COVID pandemic, the event was held entirely virtually. We had at least 40 people in attend-
ance, and we look forward meeting more members at our next Annual Meeting and Happy 

Hour in February 2022!  

2021 VI RTUAL  HAPPY HOUR: Following the Annual Meeting, we used WebEx’s breakout feature to create themed break out “rooms”. 
Attendees were able to hop around and visit the rooms at their leisure to meet and socialize with everyone!  

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO... 
   EVENT ORGANIZERS : 

   TAELOR KIM  (ANNUAL  MEETING) 

   IG AN (HAPPY HOUR)  

2021 ANN UAL  MEETING  RECAP:  

 Provided summary of KAIPO’s events and accomplish-
ments of 2020 (e.g., launch of KAIPO’s website,  virtual 
booth during USPTO’s Community Day 2020, webinar, 
career development brown bag, Spotlight on Members 
series, Get to Know series) 

 Presented certificate of appreciation to KAIPO’s Execu-
tive Advisor and 9 founding Officers 

 Went over the financial report from 2020 and 2021’s 
budget 

 Introduced the 2021 Board of Directors and Officers 
 Introduced KAIPO’s event plans for 2021: 

 Happy hours—subject to USPTO re-opening plans 
 Golf tournament (spring) 
 Picnic (fall) 

 
For more detailed meeting minutes, visit KAIPO’s SharePoint. 
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Asian Hate Crime 
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Fall has surely come with chilly morn-

ings in the 60’s . This has been one of the 

most s trange and difficul t years  for many 

of us, including me. More than three quar-

ters of 2021 have passed and we are cele-

brating our fiscal new year a li ttle di fferent-

ly than what we are used to. Not only are 

things di fferent at work, but the year has 

also affected our lives in many ways. The 

COVID-19 pandemic has led to a serious 

issue in America with regard to Asian Hate 

crimes , which have increased over 2000% 

since last year. I am sure that all members  

of KAIPO have felt the racism and discrimi-

nation against Asians in our daily lives in 

different ways and magnitudes , but the 

hate and the crimes against Asians are 

becoming more blatant all over the world, 

including the USA.   

This March, there were two shooting 

crimes  in the Atlanta suburban area. In the 

fi rs t crime, four Asian women were killed, 

along with two non-Asian men and wom-

en. The other crime took place on the 

same day at a di fferent location, where 

eight Asian women lost their lives. The 

white male who killed the eight women 

screamed, “I am going to kill all those 

Asians.” Like these crimes that happened 

in the Atlanta region, we also saw, on the 

news, many elderly Asians and women 

tragically suffer as primary targets of Asian 

hate crimes. 

As a  Korean-American organization, 

KAIPO fel t the s trong need to share and 

raise our voices , and on April 2nd,  we orga-

nized a  Bring Your Own Coffee (BYOC) 

BYOC meeting with the intention of dis-

cussing Asian discrimination and the hate 

crimes  near us. The event was meant to be 

a casual conversation for sharing our feel-

ings on the topic, for discussing what our 

current approaches are toward dealing 

with the discrimination, and for how we 

can support each other to face the racism. 

The coffee break started casually, but gradu-

ally intensified as more participants shared 

their personal experiences  of discrimination 

and how their family members were in-

volved as victims of racial discrimination. 

With the participation of APANET’s officers, 

we further shared what actions we could 

take and what our approaches  should be, as  

we face Asian hate crimes growing at an 

exponential rate. Members shared testimo-

nies about the feeling of what i t is like to be 

discriminated. I  know we all were in the 

same shoes at some point in our lives . That 

is why all the participants were empathetic 

with all the testimonies. We wrapped our 

BYOC session with the participants  agreeing 

that Asian hate and discrimination should 

not be overlooked, and that we need to 

raise our voices  as one.  

KAIPO and APANET shared plans for 

future events  in order to s trengthen our 

bonds in the greater Asian community and 

in order to raise our voices  so that we can 

be heard. Some events have al ready hap-

pened and some are s till on our calendar. 

We all need to be patient, as this is a  long-

term fight that requires endurance and per-

sistence. The Asian hate crimes will not stop 

overnight, and discrimination is  something 

that all minori ties have been fighting for as 

long as anyone can remember.  

It has been over six months since our 

BYOC event took place. I  hear less about 

Asian hate crime on the news, but I  am not 

sure if this is something that the media is 

simply no longer interested in covering, or if 

we are actually seeing change. I personally 

think i t is something people just do not talk 

about any more, and that the media no 

longer feels the needs to cover the issue. 

The battle is far from over, and we cannot 

just give in and accept it. This cannot be an 

“i t is what i t is” type of matter. “Chinky 

eyes , Kungfu kids, math wiz,” – all the stere-

otypes are there to confine us  in a  certain 

way. Oh yeah, Model minority… that is 

another term for defining Asians. What 

is the model minori ty? Taking all the 

discrimination and s till being quite? That 

term is so wrong, and people should 

s top using i t immediately. I  personally 

went through a lot of discrimination and 

saw other minori ty friends  experience 

the same. Because some of us do not 

experience discrimination as badly as 

another, i t does not mean we should 

keep i t quiet. Rather, we should raise 

our voices together with other parts of 

the country where people are suffering 

with greater discrimination and crying 

out for justice and equality.  

Our fight is even more important 

for the next generation of Asians. As a 

father of a li ttle child, I hope for my 

child to grow up with less discrimination 

(hopefully none) while respecting other 

races. I  know many of us have children 

or will have children in the future. Let us  

all think about what kind of world we 

wish our children to grow up and live in. 

Do we want a  world where our children 

have to be concerned about their race 

on a  daily basis, and be scared? Or do 

we want our children to grow and live in 

a place where people no longer discrimi-

nate them for being Asian, and treat 

them as Americans  with a great heri tage 

and historic background? We can no 

longer sweep the ugly facts of discrimi-

nation against Asians under the carpet, 

and act as i f nothing ever took a place. 

The work should start now for better 

change, not just for ourselves, but for 

our next generations as well. 
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“Our fight is even more 

important for the next 

generation of Asians.” 

- Ig An 
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Special thanks to... 

Event Organizer: Ig An 
Assisted by:  Stephanie Ham, Thomas Hong, Taelor Kim, 
Monica Shin, and Elizabeth (Eliza) Yang 

On April 2, we had our very first virtual BYOC event on WebEx for all KAIPO members and a few guests 
from APANET. We had a stunning turnout of 28 participants for the event and had great participation 
and discussion throughout the event. 
 
The topic for the BYOC was the rise in Asian hate crime, discrimination against the Asian-American and 
Pacific Islander (AAPI) community, and anti-AAPI sentiments. Participants shared and discussed their 
past experiences with discrimination, serious difficulties we faced and continue to face as AAPI, what 
we can do as individuals and as a community to get help when we face such situations, and how we 
can raise our voices not only in our communities, but also at the USPTO level and beyond. There was 
also great discussion on how we can collaborate with APANET, the largest AAPI affinity group at the 
USPTO, to raise awareness and our voices at the PTO.  
 
We are grateful and moved by everyone’s participation and support at this event. This event brought 
forth so many great voices from our members, and we strive to continue to provide a platform for our 
members to have their voices heard.  
 
If you have any comments, feedback, or concerns you were not able to share at the time of the BYOC, 
please feel free to email them to us at KAIPO@uspto.gov. 
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2021 KAIPO ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 

On April 30th, KAIPO hosted its annual golf tournament.  Although 2020 golf tournament was cancelled 
due to COVID-19, we determined, with proper COVID-19 precautionary measures, it was the right time 
to hold our annual golf tournament.   

More than 30 players and volunteers attended the tournament.  For many, it’s been more than a year 
since we last met face to face.  Although the weather didn’t quite cooperate with us toward the end, it 
gave many of us an opportunity to finally meet in person to enjoy each other ’s company doing what we 
love! GOLF! 

We received numerous feedbacks after the tournament and one thing that was common was how every-
one enjoyed seeing each other again and how wonderful it was seeing old faces again.  Based on that 
alone, it was a successful event with remarkable turnout! 

APR IL 30, 2021 

Special thanks to Dong Kim, Dr. Taesik Kang, Jae Lee, Sisley Kim, Dae Kim, and Patrick Kim 
for organizing the tournament and Daeho Song for taking the time out of his busy schedule 

to take pictures of our tournament. 
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KAIPO hosted its first annual picnic on October 16, 2021 at Burke Lake 

Park in Fairfax, VA. Around 100 KAIPO members, friends, and family 

members came to meet and catch up with other KAIPO members and 

friends, enjoy Korean barbeque, win game prizes, and have a good 

time! This was the second in-person KAIPO event of the year 2021. De-

spite the downpour at the end, everyone certainly enjoyed another op-

portunity to see each other in person. We look forward to seeing more 

members, friends, and family members at our next annual picnic! 

October 16, 2021 

FIRST KAIPO ANNUAL PICNIC 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

Sisley Kim, the Picnic 

Team, and many 

volunteers who made 

the first KAIPO Annual 

Picnic a success!   
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Harold Pyon is a KAIPO member who retired in Dec 2020 

after serving at the USPTO for 35 years.  

 

Q: Tell us about your background.  

A: I immigrated to the US in 1969 after finishing middle 
school in Korea. My father came to the US before the rest 
of my family did, and we have been in the Washington 
DC area since. I went to Wakefield High School where 
there were only three Korean students at the time, and I 
joined the Army after graduating from my high school. 
After serving in the Army as a Vietnam War veteran, I 
was supported by the G.I. Bill to receive my Bachelor’s in 
Chemistry at the Virginia Commonwealth University, and 
then completed my Master’s in Chemical Engineering at 
the University of Virginia. I also received a Graduate Cer-
tificate in Advance Public Management from the Syra-
cuse University Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public 
Affairs and attended the Juris Masters Certificate Pro-
gram at the George Washington Law School while work-
ing at the USPTO.  

 

Q: When did you join the USPTO and how did you 
learn about the career as a patent examiner?  

A: After getting my Master’s, I worked for a pharmaceuti-
cal company named E.R. Squibb & Sons in North Caroli-
na as a Technical Service Manager. But when the com-
pany was merged with the pharmaceutical company 

called Bristol-Myers, I was asked to relocate to Eng-
land. Since I wanted to stay close to my family, I decid-
ed to quit and move back to Washington DC. One day 
after moving back home, I was working out at a gym 
and met a gym mate who suggested that I apply to be a 
patent examiner at the USPTO. I honestly was not fa-
miliar with patents and did not know that the USPTO 
existed at the time! But I applied and joined the USPTO 
in 1985, began learning about patent prosecution, and 
improved a lot in my writing skills during the first two 
years.  

 

Q: What are some noticeable differences in patent 
examining process or the USPTO between 35 years 
ago and now?  

A: As some of you may have heard, back in the days, ex-

aminers physically lined up at their SPE’s office for approv-

al of each case, hand off the approved rejections or allow-

ances to a typewriter, wait about a week, and double 

check on the typewriting before mailing off to the appli-

cants. Nowadays, we no longer have this process. I also 

observed the transformation of prior art searching from 

physically searching in shoe boxes to digitally on EAST, 

WEST, and APS (Automation Patent Search).  

 

Q: What is one of your mottos or principles that 
you abided by in order to stay focused and motivat-
ed every day and out?  

A: I always ask myself: how can I be a better examiner? I 

have long been striving to be better, and I have been able 

to do so thanks to very helpful colleagues around me. Al-

so, whenever I can be a help, I dedicate to help others.  

 

      Continued on page 8. 

Get to Know… Harold Pyon!  
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Harold and his colleague on one fine day working at the 

USPTO in 1986.  

Get to Know… Harold Pyon!  

Harold searching through the f ile cabinets for a prior art 

back in 1986.  
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Q: Do you have any memorable patents that you’ve 
allowed? 

A: Before becoming a SPE, I examined in the chemical 
arts, and a memorable patent that I examined was the 
urine pregnancy test. It was novel at the time and re-
quired a very involved examination: its 1.131 declaration 
involved consideration from my SPE and director at the 
time. Although it may not sound so novel now, I am 
proud of having examined it. 

 

Q: What are some of the things that you wish you 
had done differently if you were able to wind the 
clock back?  Any particular time you would like to 
go back to? 

A: I don’t know if there’s a particular time I’d go back to, 
but looking back, I would’ve put more efforts into net-
working and helping other, if I could go back. I realized 
that helping others certainly helped me learn and grow! I 
hope everyone helps and be kind to each other as much 
as they can. 

 

Q: We learned that you were involved in founding 
APANET. Can you share your story about the foun-
dation, and give any warm advice to KAIPO leader-
ship? 

A: When other APANET co-founders and I decided to 
establish APANET, there were only three affinity groups 
at the time at the USPTO: POPA, OCR, and SPECO. 
We wanted to find an affinity group to represent and 
support the growing number of examiners with Asian 
background or any interest in the Asian culture. We 
started APANET with about 100 members, and as you 
may already be aware, we observed APANET grow to 
where it now has near 900 members and become the 
largest single Government Agency Affinity group in the 
country. We cannot be more proud! Based on my expe-
rience as a founder and leader in APANET, my warm 
advice to the KAIPO leadership is to be open and em-
brace every member. Remember that KAIPO cannot 
survive without its members. 

 

Q: What are your plans for the next chapter of your 
life? 

A: I plan to help the local Asian American communities. 
As I have found APANET and been with KAIPO, I want 
to be active in the Asian American community. I may be 
on the news in the next few years, so be sure to be on 
the lookout :) 

 

Q: Do you have any words of wisdom for your col-
leagues at the USPTO? 

A: As I emphasized earlier, help and be kind to each 
other. Especially during this unprecedented time. We 
are all going through this unprecedented time together. 
Helping others means helping yourself to learn and 
grow. Keep that in mind! 

Get to Know… Harold Pyon! Continued from page 7. 

“As I emphasized earlier, help and 

be kind to each other. Especially 

during this unprecedented t ime. 

We are all going through this 

unprecedented t ime together. 

Helping others means helping 

yourself to learn and grow. Keep 

that in mind!”  

-  Harold Pyon 
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Harold at a USPTO Holiday Party at the beginning of his 

USPTO career.  
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Romulo (Rom) Delmendo is a KAIPO member who retired in 

Dec 2020 after serving at the USPTO for 30 years. He is now 

a partner at Davidson Berquist Jackson & Gowdey, LLP.   

 

Q: Tell us about your background. 

A: I was born and raised mostly in Seoul, Korea (but our 
family lived in Daegu for a short while when I was about 3
-4 years old because my father was stationed there). My 
father, who is from the Philippines, had been transferred 
from Japan to Korea (after the 1953 cease-fire Armistice) 
as an engineer in the US Army Corps of Engineers. 
There, he met my Korean mother, who spoke English and 
was working as a secretary for one of the US Army offic-
ers. I attended American schools in Korea, graduating 
from Seoul Foreign School in 1979, and then went on to 
engineering school in the United States, graduating from 
Stevens Institute of Technology in 1983. 

 

Q: How did you get interested in the IP field? 

A: When I was working as an engineer in the NY/NJ area, 
a colleague told me that most engineering jobs have lim-
its and that I should consider becoming a patent lawyer. I 
asked him how I can become one, and he answered that 
the best way to accomplish this was to join the PTO, 
which, according to him, paid at least some tuition money 
for law school. The career change possibility was intri-
guing, although based on information I had previously 

gathered when the PTO recruiters came to our college 
campus, I knew the PTO did not pay a competitive 
starting salary. It was this advice from my colleague 
that planted the seed for my eventual decision to apply 
to the PTO. (The last time I checked, my colleague, 
who had looked into the PTO himself, stayed on in the 
same engineering career. After joining the PTO, howev-
er, I did convince another colleague to move down from 
NJ to join the PTO, and he still works as a Primary Ex-
aminer. 

 

Q: When did you join the USPTO and how did you 
learn about the careers as a patent examiner and/or 
an administrative patent judge? 

A: I was hired in the early part of 1989 to help in the 
PTO’s “18 by ‘89” campaign (reduce pendency to 18 
months by 1989). I have to tell you an interesting anec-
dote when my SPE called me during the hiring process. 
He called to ask me whether I was still interested in the 
job. I answered: “Yes.” Next, he asked: “When can you 
start?” I was confused—I asked him: “Aren’t we going 
to have a personal interview?” He answered: “This is 
the interview. Do you want the job or not?” Again, I an-
swered in the affirmative. Then, he told me what my 
salary was going to be—and, disappointingly, it was 
going to be a huge pay cut. I politely thanked him for 
his interest in me but told him that I could not move my 
family to Virginia for that kind of pay. He then mumbled 
something about how he could not understand why I 
would want to work anywhere else. We ended the con-
versation, but the very next day, he left a message for 
me through my wife. He told my wife: “Tell your hus-
band we will meet his price.” Although he could have 
conveniently moved on to the next applicant, he 
thought enough of me to take the time to talk to the 
Group Director about me so that I could start at step 10 
instead of step 1. While the step 10 salary was still a 
pay cut, we could live with it, so my wife and I decided 
that I should accept the offer. Indeed, but for my SPE ’s 
interest in me and his persistence, I would have had a 

different career path. He is truly an 은인, and I owe him 

everything for what I am today. 

As for the APJ job, a former mentor in one of my detail 
assignments and Judge Pak were already on the 
Board. They kept me apprised of any job announce-
ments. 

 

Q: How did you decide to transition from being a 
Patent Examiner to an Administrative Patent Judge 
(APJ)? 

A: By GS-11, I was an established examiner and would 
have been satisfied to spend the rest of my career ex-
amining olefin polymerization cases. But, my SPE,  

      Continued on page 10. 

Get to Know… Harold Pyon!  
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Get to Know… Romulo (Rom) De lmendo!  

Rom in his PTAB Shirlington office when he served as an 

Administrative Patent Judge (APJ).  
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who was a lawyer and Judge Chung Pak, who was also 
an examiner at the time, encouraged me to apply to law 
school. In our examining group, the Director and most of 
the SPEs had law degrees, and many young examiners 
in the art unit either had law degrees or went to law 
school in the evenings. In fact, two of my fellow art unit 
members later joined me at the Board. As an examiner, 
I wrote numerous answers (about one or two every 
month), and enjoyed reading the decisions I got back 
from the Board, imagining that I might have the oppor-
tunity someday to write such well-written decisions. To 
get to the Board, however, I needed legal experience. 
So, after passing the bar, I applied for and accepted a 
GS-15 Legal Advisor position in the Office of the Deputy 
Assistant Commissioner for Patent Policy and Projects. 
There, I had the opportunity to study the rules in depth 
by working on the 1997 Patent Practice and Procedures 
Rules package. But because my ultimate goal was to 
get on the Board as an Examiner-In-Chief (EIC, now 
APJ), I needed more diverse experience and briefly left 
the Office to work as a patent attorney on the outside. 
Subsequently, I applied for and was fortunate to be se-
lected as an EIC. 

Q: Do you have any memorable cases that you’ve 
presided over? 

A: I am so fortunate to have been APJ#1 (authoring 
APJ) on numerous significant cases that matured into 
important legal precedents—In re Bigio (BRI and same 
field of endeavor test), In re Klopfenstein (printed publi-
cation/public accessibility), In re ICON Health and Fit-
ness (BRI and same or similar purpose test), In re Ba-

sell Poliolefine (double patenting), In re Baxter 
Int’l (PTO operates under a different mode of claim 
construction and different standard of proof than in dis-
trict courts)—to name a few. The dissents by Judge 
Newman in at least a couple of these cases are inter-
esting. Of the cases listed above, my favorite 
is Bigio (hair brush obvious over toothbrush). 

 

Q: What are some things that you wish you had 
done differently if you were able to wind the clock 
back? Any particular time you would like to go back 
to? 

A: I sometimes wish I had finished my Master’s degree 
work. I had taken all the courses but never submitted 
my thesis, although the laboratory research work had 
been completed. Had I completed the work, I probably 
would have applied to get on the PhD program, which 
could have led to other opportunities. Two of my best 
high school friends from Seoul Foreign School took that 
path. I just wonder what that alternate universe, which 
my late mother had wanted me to take, would have 
turned out to be. Overall, however, I am satisfied with 
the choices I have made. 

 

Q: After your retirement from the USPTO as a PTAB 
judge, you have been a partner at a private law firm. 
How did you decide to retire and start a new chap-
ter as a partner? 

I had always planned to retire from the PTAB after 30 
years of federal service. For years, my partners at the 
firm, who are close friends, had tried to persuade me to 
join them, but I had refused, arguing that I needed to 
put in my 30 years so that I can get my pension. (They 
snickered at me when I had told them what my pension 
would be.) I just thought the 30-years point was a good 
time to go out and do other things. I am proud and hon-
ored to have served as an APJ at the Board. 

As a side note, it will be interesting what the Supreme 
Court will do with the Board in Arthrex. To my 
knowledge, and as Justice Kavanaugh pointed out, the 
PTAB is the only tribunal in which judges within an 
agency exercise significant decision-making authority 
without oversight as to the decision. 

 

Q: Do you have any advice for anyone who may be 

considering or transitioning into a new position or 

career? Particularly in their later years? 

A: Keep doing what you are doing if you are completely 
satisfied in your job.  

Continued on page 11. 

Get to Know… Romulo (Rom) De lmendo! Continued from page 9. 
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Rom and his family at Crystal City Mall in Arlington, VA in 

1989. Rom worked as a patent examiner in Group 150 

when the USPTO was located in Crystal City, Ar lington, 

VA, before moving to the current location in Alexandria, VA.  
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The PTO offers unparalleled benefits, flexibility, and se-

curity. In these uncertain times, it would be unwise to 

make a career change or transition unless you have 

something lined up and have put in enough years to sur-

vive on a pension and your savings in case things go 

sour. 

 

Q: Do you remember how you first met a Korean 

American colleague at the USPTO? Can you share 

your memory of any Korean-American community at 

the USPTO when you first joined? 

A: Yes, the first Korean American I met was Mr. Christo-

pher Shin, now a senior examiner who had been hired 

by an SPE who later became my Chief at the Board. Mr. 

Shin and I were in the same PEIT class. Mr. Shin came 

to our condo for dinner at least a couple of times, and 

we even attended his wedding in Long Island. I think we 

leaned on each other at the time because we had both 

moved down from the NY/NJ area. Then, I met Ms. Kay 

Kim, who later became Director of Quality Review when 

it operated independently from the examining corps. 

She was a superstar biotech examiner. Around the 

same time, I also met Mr. Yong Lee (who has left the 

PTO) in Crystal Plaza 2. Mr. Lee introduced me to Mr. 

Tae Ho Yoon, who is a Primary Examiner in TC1700. 

Mr. Shin introduced me to Mr. Do Hyun Yoo, who is now 

in Quality Review. I have had monthly/quarterly lunches/

dinners with Mr. Yoon and Mr. Yoo for nearly 30 years 

(and more recently also Mr. Jung Ho Kim of TC 2800), 

although this tradition has been suspended since Covid. 

Later, I met Judge Pak when he was an examiner. 

Judge Pak and I served on the Board together for 18 

years. I have also had the pleasure of working with an-

other outstanding Korean American APJ—APJ Daniel 

Song on many important appeals (including an inter 

partes appeal involving a Callaway golf ball). 

Also, I had the pleasure of working with Mr. Patrick Lee 

(formerly an examiner in TC 2800) when he served on a 

detail at the Board. 

 

Q: What is something that the KAIPO members may 

not know about you? 

A: My favorite food is kimchee chiggae. Of course, hav-

ing been influenced by my mom’s Jeonju style cooking, I 

am partial to Korean food compared to my father’s Filipi-

no adobo, which is good but not as good as my mom’s 

kimchee chiggae. 

Q: What is one of your mottos or principles that 

you abided by in order to stay focused and motivat-

ed every day and out? 

A: I reminded myself that what I did at the PTO was 

important. I tried to be fair in my decision-making, al-

ways placing myself in the applicant’s, the appellant’s, 

or examiner’s shoes. The most satisfying compliment I 

ever received in my career was a phone call from an 

inventor many years after I had rejected most of his 

claims—it had even gone up to the Board at one point. 

He called to thank me for what I had done, because his 

patent had held up in litigation and licensing. He told 

me that all the issues that I had raised during examina-

tion made everything proceed smoothly. 

At the Board, I was humbled and overjoyed whenever 

the Court said that we did a nice job or when a col-

league thanked me for providing a case citation that fit 

the situation. It was these little things—not money or 

high performance ratings—that motivated me to give 

the best in every case. I failed many times, but overall, I 

think my approach worked. By giving your best, your 

colleagues take note and that is how respect is earned. 

 

Q: Do you have any words of wisdom for your col-

leagues at the USPTO? 

A: What you are doing makes a difference, and you are 

the public’s gatekeeper. As Judge Newman said 

in Blacklight v. Rogan, the issuance of sound patents is 

critical to our Nation. I wish you continued success in 

your future endeavors. 

Get to Know… Romulo (Rom) De lmendo! Continued from page 10. 

Page 11 

A self ie of Rom and his KAIPO member  friends. From left 

to right: Patent Examiner Tae Ho Yoon, APJ Romulo Del-

mendo (ret.), and Quality Reviewer Do Hyun Yoo.  



 

Any suggestions/questions/comments? Email KAIPO@uspto.gov 

Spot l igh t on  Members:  Sang K. Kim 
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Spot l igh t on  Members:  Thomas J oonwoo Hong 

I am hoteling from: Manassas, VA 
What made you decide to hotel? 1) Not having to spend 
hours on commute; 2) Much greater options for lunch; 3) Not 
having to worry about what to wear every day. 
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate 

about?  I recently got into woodworking. I make furniture and 
other wooden items such as cutting boards in my small gar-
age. It is a very rewarding hobby that you make things with 
your own hands. As examiners we mostly deal with conceptu-
al stuff and we rarely get to have any hands-on experience. 
Making something tangible is definitely fun and when your 

project is finished, you get the sense of accomplishment you 
won’t get from examining. 
How did you learn/start woodworking? I learned mostly 
through YouTube. There are a lot of good tutorials on 
YouTube. My first project was a really simple bookshelf that 

didn’t require a lot of tools other than a simple power drill. It’s still holding strong. 
Favorite book or movie: This isn’t really a book or a movie but Nier: Automata is the most beautiful story-based video game I 
played in the past 20 years. The game play is rather mediocre in my opinion but the story telling and cinematics are second 
to none. If it has to be a book or movie, Inception by Christopher Nolan. 

Favorite restaurant or food: Meat: Ribeye, Fish: Salmon, Fruit: 참외, Drink: 식혜, Chips: Utz unsalted 

Favorite weekend activities: Woodworking, home improvement, cooking, making YouTube videos. 
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? Video editing. I found that making YouTube videos is much harder 
than it looks. 
What is your motto? No comment. That’s too personal. 

Shout out to other KAIPO members close to you: Hello other KAIPO member who are close to me! 

I am teleworking from: Tysons Corner, Virginia 

What made you decide to hotel or stay on campus: I used to work on campus 

but now work from home due to mandatory teleworking. 

Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate about? Can you 
briefly share it with us? COVID-19 has impacted my life in many different ways. 

Now I enjoy golfing, camping, playing Go, Korean Chess, jigsaw puzzles and 

watching YouTube. 

Favorite book or movie: The Departed (2006) 

Favorite restaurant or food: Pho75 @ Rosslyn, VA; Sushi Yoshi @ Vienna, VA; The 

Prime Rib @ 2020 K St NW, Washington, DC 20006; and Totto Ramen @ NY 

Favorite weekend activities: Camping. I never imagined myself as a camper, but 
I went camping three times since the pandemic started and loved 

it!                                              

Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? Grilling. After the COVID
-19 outbreak, I bought a griddle and started grilling pork belly and making fried 

rice. My next goal is making a smash burger. 

What is your motto? Be positive. 

Shout out to other KAIPO members: Thank you all for your support and contribu-

tion during this pandemic. 

Any words of encouragement you want to share with the members during the 

pandemic? Happiness is not about what I have but about how I think. 



 

Any suggestions/questions/comments? Email KAIPO@uspto.gov 

Page 13 

Spot l igh t on  Members:  Andy Ch i Ho Lee  

Spot l igh t on  Members:  Issac Woo 

I am teleworking from: Burke, Virginia 
What made you decide to hotel or stay on campus: I didn’t want to drive to work….but after working from home, you can feel 
isolated… 
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate about? Golf, I play bogie now but I have played single when I 
was younger… Fishing, I like ocean than fresh water….I like fishing in jetty for tautog (blackfish), lure fishing for blue, rock 

fish…. 
Favorite book or movie: I don’t read books, I have enough reading for work… 
Favorite restaurant or food: sashimi, sushi, ribeye steak, pork belly with soju. 
Favorite weekend activities: Sleep.                                       
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? Cooking…. 
What is your motto? Do good. 

Shout out to other KAIPO members: Be safe. 

I am hoteling from: Chantilly VA 
What made you decide to hotel or stay on campus: Hoteling, cause a lazy 
boy for drive.   
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate about? 
Hiking and traveling but any more, all stopped now. 

Favorite book or movie: Sapience: a brief history of Humankind by Yuval 
Harari 

Favorite restaurant or food: 된장찌개 

Favorite weekend activities: gardening and golfing. 
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? Learning Gar-
dening 
What is your motto? Peace, Health and Love… 
Shout out to other KAIPO members: Be safe and healthy until meet. 
Any words of encouragement you want to share with the members dur-

ing the pandemic? Easy and Relaxing 



 

Any suggestions/questions/comments? Email KAIPO@uspto.gov 

Spot l igh t on  Members:  J ong-Suk  (James) Lee 

Spot l igh t on  Members:  S tephan ie Ham 

I am hoteling from: South Riding VA 
What made you decide to hotel or stay on campus: My commuting distance to 
the office is 32 mile one way so I decided to hotel to use my commuting time 
for my personal development…(but it ended up with adding more weight to me…
bad…).    

Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate about? Can you 
briefly share it with us? With my blood pressure up due to my weight and age, I 
started walking at the park, hiking on trails and swimming in the local rec cen-
ter after it was reopened. Further, I tried to play golf more often than before… 
Favorite book or movie: movie “Parasite” 
Favorite restaurant or food: Sushi at any places… 

Favorite weekend activities: walking, hiking or golfing. 
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? Play the clarinet to 
improve my skill from beginner to intermediate level… 
What is your motto? Love God and follow Jesus to become a servant lead-
er  (Too religious?? Sorry..) 

Shout out to other KAIPO members: Get out of your comfort zone and go over 
the hurdles with a big dream…. 
Anything else you want to share with KAIPO? See below, this is what I got from 
my college senior when I became a freshman. 

 
With this in your mind,  let’s make 

KAIPO the best USPTO ethnic 
group!! 
 

Any words of encouragement you want to share with the members during the 
pandemic? Be patient, stay safe and it will be gone when the time comes. 

I am hoteling/working from: Vienna, VA 
What made you decide to hotel: Covid-19 :'( 
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate 
about? Can you briefly share it with us? I enjoy taking photos/
videos and was a freelance photographer and cinematogra-

pher back in school, but I haven’t had much time to do so 
after graduating from college and starting work at the PTO. If 
anyone would like to go on a photoshoot or film a video with 
me after all this chaos is over, please reach out! 
Favorite book or movie: Pulp Fiction (1994), Oldboy (2003), 
White Chicks (2004), Avengers: Infinity War (2018), Joker 

(2019), Parasite (2019)…there are too many good movies in 
the world to choose a favorite 
Favorite restaurant or food: Sushi Yoshi (Vienna)/Tachibana 
(McLean) for Chirashi 
Favorite weekend activities: Sleeping in past 9AM, watching 

movies and going grocery shopping 
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? The 
art of not getting bored repeating the same routines every 
single day 
What is your motto? Life is like a sine wave~ 
Any words of encouragement you want to share with the 

members during the pandemic? 
Sicknesses will only affect you as much as you let them. 
Please exercise and eat healthy foods to strengthen your im-
mune system and fight coronavirus! It may be the only solu-
tion to get through this pandemic… 
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Spot l igh t on  Members:  Chanel  Jh in 

Spot l igh t on  Members:  Younhee Choi 

I am hoteling/working from: Alexandria, VA 
What made you decide to hotel: COVID-19 didn’t give me a choice…
hope everybody is safe! 
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate 
about? I’ve always liked taking photos, and these days I’m very in-

terested in film photography. I have a 35mm film camera, and I love 
looking forward to the developed prints! 
Favorite book or movie/TV show: Harry Potter 
Favorite restaurant or food: Chipotle 
Favorite weekend activities: 
Watching movies, visiting new coffee shops, and going on walks 

with my dog, Maru! 
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? 
Since I’m home all the time, I’ve been trying many new recipes in 
the kitchen. My favorite thing to bake these days has been every-
thing seasoned bagels! 

What is your motto? “Time you enjoy wasting is not wasted time.” 
Shout out to other KAIPO members close to you: Hi Sisley! Thanks 
for making me feel at home at KAIPO~ 
Any words of encouragement you want to share with the members 
during the pandemic? 
Life may be different right now, but I hope we can find happiness in 

the small things. 

I am hoteling from: Chantilly, VA 
What made you decide to hotel or stay on campus: COVID-19 :’( 
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate about? I love trav-
eling and trying local foods/restaurants! I cannot wait to resume traveling once 
the COVID-19 pandemic ends! 

Favorite Movie: The Dark Knight Rises 
Favorite restaurant or food: Singapore rice noodle, soup dumplings, and milk 
teas.  
Favorite weekend activities: Road trips 
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? Maybe cooking? lol 
What is your motto? Be happy, and be healthy! 

Any words of encouragement you want to share with the members during the 
pandemic? Stay safe, and be courteous to others :) We will get through this! 



 

Any suggestions/questions/comments? Email KAIPO@uspto.gov 

Spot l igh t on  Members:  Mon ica Sh in 

Spot l igh t on  Members:  Ig  An 

I am hoteling/working from: Alexandria, VA 
What made you decide to hotel: The Covid-19 pandemic 
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are pas-
sionate about? Dancing and yoga – I’ve done ballet for 
most of my childhood, and I try to still take classes when 

I can. Since the pandemic though, I’ve gravitated more 
towards yoga and learning hip hop in my living room 
from YouTube videos. 
Favorite book or movie/TV show: Book: The Alchemist, 
by Paulo Coelho 
TV show: Parks and Recreation 

Favorite restaurant or food: Depends on my mood, but 
at the moment, Tacos el Costalilla (Alexandria), Donburi 
(Tysons/DC), sushi, and Korean fried chicken 
Favorite weekend activities: Hiking and doing puzzles 
(jigsaw and crossword) 

Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? 
Keeping houseplants alive and cooking dishes other 
than spaghetti 
What is your motto? Live, laugh, love 
Any words of encouragement you want to share with the 
members during the pandemic? Be kind to yourself and 

others around you. Stay safe everyone! 

I am hoteling from: Johns Creek, GA 
What made you decide to hotel or stay on campus:  I wanted change of life style and hoping to pursue another advance 
degree if possible, but I am not going to lie that I wanted better quality of life for the money and bigger Korean community 
(Which I surely am enjoying right now! J). 
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate about? Well life turned a huge turn after getting married and 

raising a kid, I now just enjoy some youtube channel dreaming of creating my own camper van and going around the coun-
try to do some photography and yeah camping. 
Favorite book or movie: Inception, the batman trilogy, and generally what Christopher Nolan directs (not every movie but a 
lot of them), for books, I enjoyed reading “a man called Ove” 
Favorite restaurant or food: Korean Fried Chicken, Gyro, Sushi and Steak 
Favorite weekend activities: Walking park with my family 

Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? 
I finally found out randomness of children and their extremely short attention span applies to all kids… for real… so I 
picked up how to lose my attention span as short as they do in order 
to hang out with them. LOL 
What is your motto? If you do not know it, do not say it like it is the 

truth 
Shout out to other KAIPO members: Come and visit when this COVIS-
19 is dead…   
Anything else you want to share with KAIPO? While the pandemic 
situation is threatening, let’s make the best out of what we can… like 
going to a park with family and finally making your house presenta-

ble instead of haunted house  
Any words of encouragement you want to share with the members 
during the pandemic? To keep the sanity during the pandemic, I am 
planning to make new hobbies when times allows (not right now), 
and maybe that is what we have to do to live a new norm, a new hob-
by that works with a new norm! 
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Spot l igh t on  Members:  Janet Lee  

Spot l igh t on  Members:  Patr ick K im 

I am hoteling from: Annandale, VA 
What made you decide to hotel or stay on campus: My son started 
school. 
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate about? I 
love jigsaw puzzles but since the pandemic, it has become harder and 

harder to find reasonably priced puzzles so I just re-do the ones I’ve 
done before. 
Favorite book or movie: I like reading novels, so I can’t say I have a 
favorite book, but my all-time favorite movie is Sound of Music. 
Favorite restaurant or food: Again, no favorites! I just like good food. 
Favorite weekend activities:   

Folding laundry while watching a good K-drama episode. 
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? The ability to 
cook three meals a day regardless of how much I hate doing it. (Not 
saying I always do it, but I CAN do it now.) 
What is your motto? 

I expect to pass through life but once. 
If therefore, there be any kindness I can show, 
or any good thing I can do to any fellow being, 
let me do it now, and not defer or neglect it, 
as I shall not pass this way again. 
-William Penn 

Any words of encouragement you want to share with the members 
during the pandemic?  Stay safe, stay sane, and let’s keep our head 

I am hoteling from: I am hoteling from the wonderful town of 
Annandale, Virginia. 
What made you decide to hotel or stay on campus: Have you 
heard of something called covid-19? I worked on campus a few 
days a week. I don’t anymore. 

Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate 
about? Every day I get out on the water to sail is a great day. 
Moving a boat at those speeds with just the wind is something 
else. 
Favorite book or movie: An eerily apropos movie for my life dur-
ing this pandemic is Groundhog Day (1993).  My favorite book is 

the MPEP…jk, Green Eggs and Ham. 
Favorite restaurant or food: Restaurants that have outdoor seat-
ing…nope, wait, infections just rose again. Mix Lucky Charms, 
Trix, and Frosted Flakes together – so good. 
Favorite weekend activities: 

The weekdays and weekends all blur together so now my favorite activity is not looking at a computer monitor. 
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? 
Kitchen skills 
What is your motto? Always have an escape plan. Never let them see you bleed. 
Shout out to other KAIPO members close to you: I have been contacted by a lot of members (too many to list) checking in 
on me. I am eternally grateful and I love you all – you know who you are. 

Anything else you want to share with KAIPO? Put aside time daily to reflect on and appreciate the blessings of your life. 
Any words of encouragement you want to share with the members during the pandemic? Ordinary humdrum routines will 
test your resolve. Don’t despair. Tomorrow is a new day. 
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Spot l igh t on  Members:  S is ley K im 

Spot l igh t on  Members:  Suckhwan  (Sam) Chon 

I am hoteling from: Fairfax, VA 
What made you decide to hotel or stay on campus: Coronavirus 
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate 
about? I enjoy playing golf and travelling to Europe at every year. 
Favorite book or movie: Any type of action/adventure movies 

Favorite restaurant or food: Seafood pho at any place 
Favorite weekend activities: Golfing  
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? 
Appreciating the simple things when activities are limited in this 
situation. 
What is your motto? Let’s not procrastinate! 

Shout out to other KAIPO members : Enjoy stay-at-home life, en-
gage in virtual meetings, and keep yourself safe! 
Anything else you want to share with KAIPO? 
Wish to meet all of you at next year’s KAIPO Picnic!!! 
Any words of encouragement you want to share with the members 

during the pandemic? 
Smile to yourself in the mirror :) 

I am hoteling from: Oakton, Virginia. 
What made you decide to hotel or stay on campus? Mandatory teleworking 
due to COVID-19 guidance. 
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate about? Pas-
sionate about wine, cooking or exploring restaurants, hiking and photog-

raphy (I have full frame Sony Alpha II).  I used to live in the Pacific North-
west (living in the rain), where I appreciated a mug of coffee, wine and IPA. 
You will surprise to get to know that Washington is home to 940+ wineries, 
while Oregon is fast approaching with over 725. 
Favorite book or movie: My Left Foot (1989) and Slumdog Millionaire 
(2008). 

Favorite restaurant or food: Not that I can afford everyday but Inn at Little 
Washington. For brunch, Boulangerie Christophe (amazing baguette, crois-
sants/croissant type pastries). For a hole in the all restaurant, Pioneer Pit 
Beef. 
Favorite weekend activities: Exploring restaurants, attending local events, 

hiking, and road trips to explore small towns around Virginia and Maryland. 
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? Vacuuming and 
cooking different dishes around the world. 
What is your motto? “Hardships often prepare ordinary people for an ex-
traordinary destiny.” – C.S Lewis 
Shout out to other KAIPO members:  Want to get to know my KAPIO mem-

bers in person. 
Anything else you want to share with KAIPO?  
Canada border will be open soon (August 9th,2021). 
Any words of encouragement you want to share with the members during 
the pandemic? 
“Tough times never last, but tough people do.” – Robert H. Schuller 



 

Any suggestions/questions/comments? Email KAIPO@uspto.gov 

Spot l igh t on  Members:  Hyun Soo K im 

Spot l igh t on  Members:  Sung M in Yoon 

I am hoteling from: Alexandria, VA. I can see the USPTO from my home. 
What made you decide to hotel or stay on campus: Mandatory telework-
ing due to COVID-19 guidance. 
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate about? 
My hobbies are rock climbing, hiking, trail running, camping, 

brewing, and cooking. I love to get outside and refresh my 
mind. I have been rock climbing for a several years mostly at 
the climbing gyms. Because of COIVD, I could not climb 
enough for a year. Now I am trying to climb every chance I get. 
Favorite book or movie: My favorite movie is The Bourne se-
ries. 

Favorite restaurant or food: Baked and Wired. 
Favorite weekend activities: Getting outside with my family. 
Very short quiet time while my twins nap. 
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? 
Babysitting. 

What is your motto? This, too, shall pass & Whatever will be, 
will be. 
Shout out to other KAIPO members: I’d love to know more peo-
ple, so talk to me. 
Any words of encouragement you want to share with the mem-
bers during the pandemic? This, too, shall pass away. 

I am hoteling from: Alexandria, Virginia. 
What made you decide to hotel or stay on campus: First cohort to be onboard-
ed remotely, due to COVID-19. 
Do you have any hobbies or activities that you are passionate about? Road 
trips, going to the beach, finding new places to eat. 

Favorite book or movie: Watchmen, Matrix, The Other Guys, Alien, Die Hard, 
Deadpool, Toy Story, Jurassic Park. 
Favorite restaurant or food: Pho, Thai, Pizza, Steak, Sushi, Mexican. 
Favorite weekend activities: Going out for food and drinks, watching movies 
and TV shows, and catching up on sleep. 
Any new skillset you’ve picked up during this pandemic? Can’t think of any… 

What is your motto? Keep it chill, Keep it real. 
Anything else you want to share with KAIPO? Hope to meet everyone in person 
once things get better! 
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Top left — Hi! My name is Yogi (여기) 

means ‘here’ and is what my grandpa 
named me. He thought it would be funny 

to call me over by saying “여기와” which 

means ‘come here!’.  I’m a talented Shih-Tzu mixed with Chihuahua who understands some English, Korean, 

Hindi, and now some Portuguese. I will do any and all useless tricks for treats, like “손,” which means hand 

or paw. When I’m not helping my mom write her office actions, you can find me napping in her lap. My baby 

pics show that I had golden brown hair, but as you can see, I’ve aged gracefully into a four year old grey 
haired doggo. Thanks for stopping by :)  
Top right — This is Cho-pah. She is a 6 months old Shorkie (Yorkie and Shih Tzu mix). She likes chew toys and 

watermelons. She also likes to bite people she loves. She doesn’t bite people she doesn’t like. So don’t be 
too nice to her! 
Middle left –This is Louis. 4 months old mini golden-doodle.  He loves to play and being around with people 

and other pups… well.. maybe a little too much..  Enjoy his pics and have a great week everyone! 
Middle right — Hi, I’m Muzi the poodle! I’m eight months old now and my parents named me after one of 
their favorite KAKAO Friends characters. I love to make new friends (humans and dogs), and will do anything 
for a nice treat! 

Bottom — This is Mango.  I am a leopard gecko with a morph name of “Hypo Tangerine”.  I am almost one 
year old and like to eat, sleep, and climb.  I love to eat crickets, roaches, and meal worms.  I like being held 
gently time to time but not always.  When taken good care of I can live up to 20 years! 

Please meet our  
KAIPO members’ pets!   

 
Can you guess whose pets 

they are?  
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PEER-TO-PEER RECOGNITION 

KAIPO is made up of inspiring, talented, thoughtful , and hard-working mem-
bers, and we are proud of each and every one of you! We asked our mem-

bers to submit (anonymously or not) peer -to-peer recognitions to showcase 
some of the efforts, accomplishments, and achievements of our members. Be-
low are the responses we received. Thank you to everyone who submitted a 

response! Also, thank you to everyone for  a ll your hard work, and congratula-
tions  to everyone for  their  accomplishments  and achievements!  

I nominate Monica for all the hard work she 

has put into all the online communication, like 

the revisions, fliers, website links, etc. KAIPO 

would not be as eloquent and effectively com-

municative without her!!!! Her creativity is a 

precious gem to KAIPO and Konnect! 

I would like to recognize Jessica Patterson for her new posi-

tion as Senior Advisor for International Work Sharing Team. 

She will work with stakeholders to improve and expand the 

Office’s international work sharing opportunities. 

Thank you generally to all the KAIPO Board members for 

helping to build community among Korean Americans at the 

USPTO.  

Also a special thank you to Tom Hong, for not only helping to 

found and lead KAIPO, but also for reaching out on an indi-

vidual level to me and others, to provide advice and encour-

agement for our ideas and programs. 

Sisley Kim, for all her work in picnic preparation and 

leading the picnic team. 

Congratulation to Dr. Harry Kim for 

becoming a primary examiner. 

I wanted to say thank all picnic volunteers. 

Korean BBQ was so delicious. 

Congratulate Moo R. Jeong for his recent promotion 

to become a special examiner in AU 2615.  

I appreciate Ig An for hosting the BYOC in 

April. Proud to see those 30 people gath-

ered to express their feelings about Asian 

Hate Crime. 

I like to recognize Eric Yoon for his time and efforts to host 

a series of meetings with newly hired examiners for Q&A 

and share valuable advice and encouragement.  

I want to say thank you to former PTAB Judge Romulo Delmen-

do for sharing his experiences and insights during the Fireside 

Chat. Congratulation on his retirement and good luck on his 

next chapter in life. 

Dong Kim and his Team for organizing the golf tourna-

ment this year. Thank you for providing great oppor-

tunity to see old buddies outside the campus.  

Thank all KAIPO members for your membership and continued participation and enthusiasm. My special thanks to our 

Board of Directors, Officers, and Executive Advisor, for their tireless work on behalf of the KAIPO, Thank Eric Yoon for 

helping new examiners to achieve their successes in the first year. Thank Dr. Youngsul Jeong, Dr. Taesik Kang and Dr. 

Sangseok Park for their dedication for the KAIPO election administration. Lastly, my special thanks to Drew Wang for his 

warm words and advice to our leadership. 

- Thomas Hong 



 

Any suggestions/questions/comments? Email KAIPO@uspto.gov 

KAIPO First Year Examiner Discussions 

KAIPO will be organizing a series of discussions for the first year Examiners. The goal of these dis-

cussions is to promote engagement between the new Examiners and experienced Examiners, 

and to help the new Examiners complete their first year successfully. The KAIPO First Year Discus-

sions are also aimed at building a stronger Korean-American community among new and ex-

perienced Examiners, and to break down any isolation caused by the pandemic.   

 

During the first discussion in the series, there will be a brief presentation that shares general tips 

and lessons from recently retained Examiners regarding successfully getting through their first 

year, followed by a Q&A session.  If there is interest, there will be additional, biweekly small 

group discussions, which will cover topics of interest to the participants.   For example, possible 

topics include a fly-on-the-wall session (i.e., watching an experienced Examiner start work on a 

new case), obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103, prior art searches, response to Applicant’s argu-

ments, interviews, etc. All discussions will be in a virtual setting using Microsoft Teams.   

 

Check out one of our past discussions with first year Examiners below.  

KAIPO held another round of new Examiner Welcoming 

Events on October 14 and 15, 2020. 11 new PTA examin-

ers were split into three small group sessions, and were 

joined by several primary examiners and three newly 

joined KAIPO members.  
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Any suggestions/questions/comments? Email KAIPO@uspto.gov 

 

Email Us @ KAIPO@uspto.gov! 

 

Do you have any interesting stories or exciting news to share with fellow KAIPO members?  

Do you have any suggestions or comments to improve Konnect and/or our website? 

 

Email KAIPO@uspto.gov with any ideas, stories, thoughts, events, recipes, … you name it!  

e dit or- in - ch ie f 

Younhee Choi  

 

c o-e dit ors  

Monica  Shin,  Thom as  Hong, Jam es  Lee, Jus tin  Seo  

 

spe c ia l  th anks  to  th is  issue ’s  art ic le  c ont ributo rs : 

Ig  An , Ha ro ld P yon , Rom  Delm endo, Sang  Kim , Thom as  Hong, And y Lee , Is s ac Woo,  Jong -Suk 

(Jam es ) Lee, Stephanie  Ham , Chanel  Jh in ,  Younhee Choi , Moni ca Shin , Janet Lee , Patri ck  Kim , 

Sis ley Kim ,  Suckhwan  (Sam ) Chon,   H yun Soo  Kim , and  Sung Min Yoon  

Interested in learning and celebrating Korean-American heritage? 
 

Interested in meeting other Korean-American Patent and  
Trademark Examiners? 

 

Know any friends or colleagues who would be interested? 
 

Email or share KAIPO@uspto.gov for membership inquiry 

MEMBERSHIP  

INQUIRIES 

We’re on the web! 

Visit us at: 
 

K A I P O U S P T O . O R G  

K O N N E C T  T E A M  
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http://www.kaipouspto.org
http://www.kaipouspto.org

